[The middle fossa approaches].
Describe the surgical systematization of the different variants of the middle fossa approach. The search for the blue line of the superior canal at the arcuate eminence is the most reliable method to identify the internal auditory canal. When this is demonstrated, each surgical variant can then be undertaken with the surgical landmarks described below. The classical suprapetrosal approach allows one to directly control the entire internal acoustic meatus from the fundus of the canal to the porus. Enlarged, it provides access to the cerebello pontine angle nearby to the porus. Finally, the petrous apex can be approached while preserving the bony labyrinth via the transpetrosal middle fossa approach. Difficult to learn, the middle fossa approach depends on recognizing the surgical landmarks of the anterosuperior surface of the petrous bone. Extradural, preserving the bony labyrinth, and controlling the entire internal acoustic meatus, it is an important approach in skull base surgery.